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Summary of Meeting 

The OECD / IFP has launched a new study in partnership with public and private actors, with the aim to examine how 
space technologies and ICT could be useful in addressing potential global threats identified by the OECD Global 
Shocks project and the World Economic Forum. This workshop hosted by Inmarsat focus on ocean surveillance with a 
review of selected maritime risks. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Barrie Stevens of the OECD.  Inmarsat kindly hosted this workshop at their headquarters 
in London.  30 participants gathered on 23rd March for the second workshop in the OECD Study.  The workshop 
focussed on Ocean Surveillance. Four countries were represented (Germany, Ireland, Norway and the UK), 5 IGOs 
(ESA, EFCA, EU NAVFOR, IMO and IMSO), and 5 institutions from the private sector (Astrium Satellites, EADS, 
Inmarsat, Infoterra, and L-3 Communications ASA).  

 

The welcome and introduction were given by Rupert Pearce, Inmarsat CEO. 

Next, the opening external address was given by Captain Esteban Pacha-Vicente, Director General of the International 
Maritime Satellite Organisation (IMSO). 
 
Barrie Stevens then gave us the introduction to the day and to the OECD IFP Study.  

Gil Denis of Astrium presented a summary of the threats identified under the theme “oceans surveillance”. 

We then began the first topic of the workshop: Monitoring and preventing illegal fisheries. 
 
Beatrice Comby of the European Fisheries Control Agency presented “Illegal fisheries in Europe: status and trends”. 
 
She was followed by Terje Wahl of the Norwegian Space Centre, who shared “The Norwegian experience in using 
space technologies” with us. 
 
“The Irish experience in using space technologies” was presented by Patrick Allen of the Ireland Sea Fisheries 
Protection Authority. 
 
Before the group broke for lunch, we were treated to a tour of the NOC / SCC (network operations centre/satellite 
control centre by Howard Feldman, Senior Director, Network Operations, Inmarsat). 
 
After lunch, we picked up on the topic from the morning on “Monitoring and preventing illegal fisheries” and had a 
very stimulating round table discussion. 
 
Steff Taylor of Inmarsat presented the “Surveillance of organized crime at sea (piracy, human trafficking, etc.)”. 
 
He was followed by Glenn Forbes of OCEANUSLive with a discussion on “Supporting commercial shipping operating in 
hostile environments”. 

  



 

 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Holger Schumacher of EU NAVFOR presented “The multi-national operational response on piracy”. 
 
The last presentation was by Mark Edwards of Ultra-AEP on “Using technology to provide a collaborative 
communications environment”. 
 
The day finished with a question and answer period followed by a roundtable moderated discussion on “Surveillance 
of organized crime at sea”. 
 
The Chair thanked the group for their participation, for the rich and valuable information provided and the lively 
contributions to the discussions. 

The next workshop on Transport and Power Surveillance will be hosted by Eu-Vri at Steinbeis headquarters in 
Stuttgart on 4 May 2012. 

 
 

 

 

 

  


